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Summary

This article outlines a proposal that the writer introduced previously in
various forms concerned with political strategies of various Islamic parties
and groups. The proposal takes the popular “Civil State with an Islamic
Reference” slogan one step further towards clarity and practicality. The
“Islamic Reference” is proposed here to be a reference to the higher
purposes (magasid) of Islam, rather than to particular rules and commands
in the Shariah. This does not mean that rules and commands become
irrelevant to the public domain. Instead, Islamic rules become the concern
of civil society rather than the authority of the state, unless there is a wide
consensus in the society over implementing them, exclusively or in
parallel with other religious legislations. Thus, the two circles of
“religious” versus “civil” become partially overlapping, rather than totally
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overlapping, as suggested by typical “Islamist” proposals, or totally
disconnected, as suggested by the typical “secularist” proposals. A “civil
state” in this sense is a model for conciliation that is both “post-Islamist”
and “post-secular”, and hence an essential step towards a successful
revolutionary change.
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(4) Discourses on Livy, Machiavelli, pp. 108, Chicago University Press.
(5) Lectures on the philosophy of world history, Hegel, pp.97-99, Cambridge University
Press.
(6) Politics as a Vocation, Max Weber [1918], pp. 154, Routledge.
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(7) Brian Nelson, The Making of the Modern State (2006), pp. 15, Palgrave Macmillan.
(8) Jean Bodin, De la demonomanie des sorciers, http://www.bvh.univ-tours.fr/Consult/
index.asp?numfiche=221
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